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During his lifetime, a span of 70 years (1646-1716), Gottfried 
Wilhelm Leibniz managed to find time to write over 15,000 letters; 
according to his own estimate, his yearly average was 300 letters 
[Meyer 1952, 1031. These letters written to over 1,050 corre- 
spondents were part of over 100,000 documents authored by Leibniz. 
Add to this that 1,eibniz spent his entire public life as a 
courtier in the service of Hanover dukes and as court historian, 
while pursuing topics in logic and mathematics in his spare 
time, and the task of an expositor of Leibniz's life and thought 
is by no means easy. 
Calinger has chosen to give a precis of Leibniz's life as a 
diplomat, a court historian, a philosopher, and a mathematician. 
He then discusses Leibniz's metaphysics, discovery of the 
calculus, mechanics, embryology. Next, he gives an account of 
Leibniz's influence (or lack of it) during the Enlightenment. 
Finally, he includes Leibniz's essay on the German Language. 
Calinger's work has been characterized as a popularization 
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